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18-19 April 1866

Holland, Michigan

Excerpts from the minutes of the Classis of Holland stating that since Dr. Albertus C.
Van Raalte will be visiting the Netherlands that summer, the Classis credentials him to
represent the Classis at the Synod of the Christian Secessionist Church of the
Netherlands. Van Raalte is also appointed to represent the Classis of Holland at the
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance which is meeting in Amsterdam in September.
In Dutch; translated by Rev. William Buursma.
Original in the Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College, volume II, pages 303, 317, 322
and 323.
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CLASSICAL MEETING
HELD
AT
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN;
OPENED
on Wednesday morning, April 18, 1866
AND
CLOSED
on Thursday afternoon following
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THIRD SESSION
Thursday morning, at 8 o'clock
ARTICLE XXVII - Opening
The session was opened with prayer by Elder J. Labots.
ARTICLE XXVIII - Classical Sermon
The classical sermon was delivered by the Rev. Huyssoon,
on the subject of the duty of the gospel preacher to proclaim
only Christ and him crucified, based on I Corinthians 2: 2.
ARTICLE XXIX - Committee on Church Order and Discipline
The committee on church order and discipline gave the
following report:
A communication was received from the congregation of
Pella, Iowa, for release from its connection with this classis, in
Qrder to affiliate with Classis Illinois. The committee judges
that the reason given for this request, namely, the great distance
from this classis is an urgent enough reason to grant the release.
A communication was also received from the congregations of
North Holland and Noordeloos, asking classis permission to be
one congregation, since they individually are unable to support a
minister, and they are located close enough to be united. The
committee judges that this union is desirable, and, therefore,
classis should acquiesce.
(was signed)

C. van der Meulen

This report was approved and accepted by classis and
both requests were granted.
ARTICLE XXX - Agent from American Tract Society
The Rev. A. W. Billings, agent for the American Tract Society
of New York, laboring in this state, requested and received time
to address classis on behalf of this organization.
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autumn session.
ARTICLE XXXVII - Credentials
The committee appointed to prepare an official communication
and credentials for Dr. A. C. van Raalte for the approval of
classis presented the following:
To the Honorable Synod of the Christian Secessionist Church
in the Netherlands
"Dear Rev. Brethren, Since in God's gracious providence our
oeloved brother, Dr. A. C. van Raalte, has decided to visit the
old country, Classis Holland wants to take this opportunity to
bring our Christian greetings and best wishes via Dr. van Raalte.
We continue to feel the close bond of love and fellowship which
unites us with our brothers in the Netherlands. Most of us in
times past suffered and struggled with you. We are and continue
to be one in the Spirit, and in the adherence to the doctrines,
discipline, and service of the Reformed Church and the truth.
We continue to hold fast with you to the confession of the truth
as it is expressed in the formulas of our church.
"We note with joy that your church is active in the extension
and spread of the gospel among the heathen, as well as the
instruction of those who desire to enter the holy gospel ministry.
You in the Netherlands are defending the truth.
"Although we are deeply convinced that we have shortcomings,
and weaknesses, we, nevertheless, may speak to you of God's grace,
which we confess, and that it is the choice of our hearts to stand
for the cause of the Lord.
"The Lord bless you in your activities, and grant to you that
your discussions at your meeting may lead to the welfare of
Zion.
"Receive from us, beloved brothers, the assurance of our
love and fellowship. We commend you to the Lord and his grace."
The classical meeting
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of the Holland Reformed Church, held at Holland, Michigan, April
18 and 19, 1866
President
Clerk
To the Meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, scheduled to
meet in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in September, 1866
"The Rev. Mr. A. C. van Raalte, D.D., minister at Holland,
Michigan, has been appointed by the Reformed Holland Church in its
classical meeting to represent her at the meeting of the
Christians, which will be held, the Lord willing, in Amsterdam,
the Netherlands, in September.
"The above-named classical meeting requests the brothers to
grant membership to Dr. van Raalte as a delegate. It is our
prayer that God will grant a rich measure of his Spirit to dwell
in the midst of the brethren, and that Christian love may prevail
in the hearts of all, so that the decisions will lead to the
extension of the kingdom of Christ."
On behalf of the above-mentioned classis.
President
Clerk
These credentials were approved and accepted by classis.
ARTICLE XXXVIII - Constitutional Questions
The questions required by the constitution in Chapter II,
Article III, Section VIII, were presented to the congregations and
pastors. They were answered appropriately, with the exception
that in Polkton no catechism classes are being held. This
congregation was admonished not to neglect this precious task of
the gospel ministry.

